Pleasant Bay Alliance


The Pleasant Bay Alliance is an organization of the Towns of Harwich, Orleans, Chatham and Brewster established to coordinate implementation of the Pleasant Bay Resource Management Plan.  The plan incorporates the Pleasant Bay Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) and the 21,600-acre watershed.  The Alliance develops public policy recommendations, technical studies and public education tools to support the Bay’s natural resources and the public’s safe enjoyment of Pleasant Bay.   Highlights from 2011 are listed below.  For more information, please visit www.pleasantbay.org.

Water Quality - the Pleasant Bay Citizen Water Quality Monitoring Program finished its 12th season of monitoring.  Samples were collected at 20 locations throughout the Pleasant Bay system and, once again, our dedicated volunteers recorded a 90% sample recovery rate.  Samples are analyzed for nutrient parameters at the School of Marine Science and Technology Laboratory in New Bedford.

Fertilizer Management - The Pleasant Bay Fertilizer Management Plan released in 2011 provides strategies to reduce nitrogen loading from fertilizer use in the Pleasant Bay watershed.  A public workshop was held in March to explain the plan and present alternative turf management and gardening techniques.  As a first step in implementation of the plan, the Alliance’s worked with municipal turf managers to develop a policy to control fertilizer use on town properties.  The policy will be presented to Boards of Selectmen for consideration in 2012. 

Muddy Creek Restoration - The Alliance worked with the Cape Cod Conservation District and consultants to study the resource effects of widening the culvert under Route 28 at Pleasant Bay and Muddy Creek.  Preliminary findings demonstrate that widening the culvert could improve water quality and restore salt marsh in Muddy Creek.  The full report will be presented to the public in 2012.  The Cape Cod Water Resource Restoration Project funded this project.  

Coastal Resources - A Coastal Resource Guide for Pleasant Bay and Chatham Harbor was developed by the Alliance with assistance from the Woods Hole Sea Grant, Cape Cod Commission and Provincetown Center for Coastal Studies.  The guide will provide useful information for public resource managers, conservation commissions, and interested citizens and will provide a scientific basis for developing management recommendations. The guide will be published in early 2012. 

Dredging Assessment - the Alliance completed an assessment of the need, resource impacts and regulatory feasibility of improvement dredging in the Area of Critical Environmental Concern.  The assessment recommends an amendment to the Pleasant Bay Resource Management Plan to allow the a municipality to seek permits for improvement dredging in a limited area of the Bay near the 2007 inlet, and only if such dredging is necessary to maintain historic navigation access.  

The Alliance wishes to thank the citizens of Brewster, Chatham, Harwich and Orleans for your ongoing support.

